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ALPHAMORLAI "MO" KEBEH 
 
Alphamorlai "Mo" Kebeh is a second-year associate attorney at Danning, Gill, Israel & Kras-
noff, LLP, where he assists with the representation of debtors, creditors, and trustees in 
chapter 7 and chapter 11 cases.  Mo resides and practices in Los Angeles, California, but 
was raised and completed most of his early schooling in Massachusetts. Since launching 
his career at Danning Gill, Mo has become an active member of the bankruptcy bar.  Aside 
from being published in the California Bankruptcy Journal, he also sits as the chair of the 
Beverly Hills Bar Association's bankruptcy section and the co-chair of the Los Angeles 
Bankruptcy Forum's Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion committee.

BRYAN BUENAVENTURA 
 
Bryan Buenaventura is a Trial Attorney for the office of the United States Trustee for Re-
gion 21 in Orlando, Florida, which is a component of the U.S. Department of Justice.  Bryan 
joined the U.S. Trustee Program in July 2020 through the DOJ’s Honor’s Program after 
graduating magna cum laude from the Western Michigan University, Thomas M. Cooley 
Law School in January 2020.  Bryan’s practice mainly focuses on overseeing bankruptcy 
cases under every chapter of the Bankruptcy Code to ensure compliance with the law 
and maintain the integrity and efficiency of the bankruptcy system.  Bryan is directly in-
volved in all assigned Chapter 11 cases (including Subchapter V cases) that are filed within 
the Middle District of Florida, Orlando Division.  Since becoming an attorney in 2020, Bryan 
is among the few class of new attorneys who have been navigating their career during 
the inherit challenges brought on by the pandemic, including working almost entirely re-
motely.  In the face of these challenges, Bryan is gradually becoming a fixture within the 
Orlando bankruptcy community and is currently a member of the Central Florida Bank-
ruptcy Bar Association and the Jacksonville Bankruptcy Bar Association. 
 
In law school, Bryan was the president of the Moot Court Board and actively competed in 

both moot court and mock trial competitions.  As a 2L, he volunteered his time at the school’s legal-aid clinic, Saint 
Michael’s Legal Center for Women and Children in Riverview, Florida, where he began advocating for indigent clients 
who needed access to justice for various family-law related issues.  As a 3L, his passion for public service was ce-
mented when he externed at the legal office at MacDill AFB for the United States Air Force Judge Advocate General 
Corps where he supported active duty JAGs in their mission for providing legal assistance to members of the armed 
services, their dependents, and veterans.  Prior to law school, Bryan received his undergrad degree from the Uni-
versity of South Florida in 2014 and then worked for several years as a financial services professional who sold in-
surance and retirement planning products for several financial institutions.  Bryan also worked several years as a 
paralegal in a small law firm where he first got exposed to the bankruptcy law as he assisted clients with their chapter 
7 bankruptcy cases and saw first-hand how the bankruptcy discharge can provide a person with a “fresh start.” 
 
Bryan was born in Queens, New York and has lived in central Florida for over 20 years.  He is a second-generation His-
panic born to parents of Colombian Decent.  He enjoys traveling with his wife and beautiful daughter with whom 
they welcomed in January of 2021. 



DEWANNA NEWMAN 
 
Dewanna was born and raised in rural mid-Missouri. She obtained her Bachelor of Science 
in Criminal Justice with an emphasis in Legal Studies from Missouri Western State Univer-
sity in 2002. After years of working as a paralegal, she attended the University of Mis-
souri- Kansas City School of Law, where she received her Juris Doctorate in 2011. 
 
Dewanna began her legal career after undergrad working as a Debtor’s Bankruptcy parale-
gal and later transitioned to an associate attorney working on creditor’s rights, 
landlord/tenant issues as well as other Plaintiff’s rights cases. Her true passion, however, 
is to help consumers. She is proud to be back at the place where she started her legal ca-
reer, years ago: Castle Law Office of Kansas City. 
Dewanna is licensed to practice law in both Kansas and Missouri. She is also admitted to 
practice before the federal courts of Eastern and Western Districts of Missouri as well as 
the District of Kansas and Nebraska. She is also a member of: 
      •   Missouri Bar Association 
      •   Jackson County Bar Association 
      •   Kansas City Bankruptcy Bar Association- Board Member  

                                                 •   Volunteer Attorney Project 

JEFFREY S. KWONG  
 
 
Jeffrey S. Kwong is a partner at Levene, Neale, Bender, Yoo & Golubchik L.L.P., where he 
represents chapter 11 debtors, unsecured creditors’ committees, secured and unsecured 
creditors, and parties in bankruptcy litigation and appeals from a variety of industries. He 
has extensive experience representing both debtors and creditors in a variety of land-
lord/tenant disputes in bankruptcy cases, and has represented commercial landlords in 
some of the largest retail bankruptcy cases filed across the country in recent years. He is 
a board member of the Asian Pacific CPA Association, Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum, and 
Southern California Chinese Lawyers Association (SCCLA).  
 
After graduating from Berkeley Law, Jeffrey clerked for the Hon. Deborah J. Saltzman in 
the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of California. While clerking, he helped 
plan and coordinate several law clerk and extern trainings and developed the first “Tran-
sitioning to Private Practice” program for the trainings, a panel where former law clerks 
provided tips about making a successful transition from clerking to working at a law firm. 

In 2021, he was recognized by the American Bankruptcy Institute as one of the “40 Under 40,” Emerging Leaders in 
Insolvency Practice. 
 
Jeffrey is passionate about giving back to his community. During law school, Jeffrey interned at the Legal Aid Foun-
dation of Los Angeles, where he helped a low-income, terminally ill client adjust his child support arrears to pay for 
his medical treatment. This experience led him to the bankruptcy field, where he found his passion for bankruptcy 
law and its goal of helping debtors facing financial difficulties. He now volunteers at, and coordinates a monthly legal 
clinic that is co-hosted by SCCLA. Recently, he helped plan SCCLA’s “Trials Skills for Teens” program that taught public 
speaking and trial skills to high school students in the Los Angeles area, and served as a mentor to help students 
prepare for mock trials before actual judges at the end of that program. 
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NISHA PATEL 
 
Nisha Patel is the staff attorney for Kelly M. Barnhart, Chapter 13 Trustee for the Eastern 
District of Virginia (Norfolk and Newport News Divisions).  Prior to joining the Office of 
the Chapter 13 Trustee, Ms. Patel was in private practice, where she represented debtors 
and creditors in bankruptcy matters and businesses in civil litigation.  She was also a cer-
tified guardian ad litem for incapacitated adults in Virginia and served as guardian and 
conservator throughout the Richmond metro area. 
 
Ms. Patel been named one of the American Bankruptcy Institute’s “40 Under 40” insol-
vency professionals and has been recognized as one of Virginia’s “Legal Elite” in Bank-
ruptcy/Creditor’s Rights. She is an alumna of the National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges’ Next Generation program and serves on the Executive Committee for the Rich-
mond Bar Association Bankruptcy Section, as the Co-Chair for the Greater Richmond Bar 
Foundation’s Consumer Bankruptcy Clinic, and as the Vice-Chair for the IWIRC Virginia Net-
work.  Ms. Patel received her J.D. from the University of Richmond and her undergraduate 
degrees with Honors from Michigan State University. 

LIZ NGUYEN 
 
Liz's practice focuses on debtor/creditor rights, business disputes, and commercial litiga-
tion in state andfederal court, including a broad range of contested and adversary matters 
in bankruptcy court. She alsorepresents debtors and creditors in Chapter 11 reorganiza-
tions and Chapter 13 and 7 proceedings. 
 
Liz is a judge pro tem for the Superior Court and a justice of the peace pro tem for the 
Justice Courts ofMaricopa County. 
 
Liz is a Ninth Circuit Lawyer Representative. 
 
Liz volunteers with the Volunteer Lawyers Program at the District of Arizona Bankruptcy 
Court assistingdebtors in need. 
 
PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITIONS 
      •Blackshear Fellow, National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, 2022  
      •Super Lawyers, Rising Star, 2019-2022 

                                                  •Best Lawyers Ones to Watch, 2021-2022 
                                                  •United States Bankruptcy Court, District of Arizona, Pro Bono Honor Roll, 2020-2021 
AFFILIATIONS 
•Arizona Asian American Bar Association, 
•Board of Directors, Secretary 
   •Arizona Bankruptcy American Inn of Court, Barrister 
   •Executive Board Member, Vice President 
•Former Membership Committee Chair 
•National Asian Pacific American Bar Association



DAVID M. TANABE  
 
 
David M. Tanabe is an attorney at Winthrop & Weinstine, P.A., in Minneapolis and represents 
creditors in bankruptcy and creditor-debtor cases. Prior to joining Winthrop & Weinstine, 
Mr. Tanabe clerked at the United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of Minnesota 
for Judge William J. Fisher, and at the Washington County District Court for Judges Sher-
idan Hawley and Susan Miles. Mr. Tanabe graduated from Mitchell Hamline School of Law, 
where he was a managing editor of the law review. Mr. Tanabe is the Co-Editor in Chief of 
the Bankruptcy Bulletin and is Treasurer of the Bankruptcy Section of the Minnesota State 
Bar Association. He has presented on bankruptcy topics and has published an article for 
the American Bankruptcy Institute Secured Credit Committee.  Mr. Tanabe is a member 
of the Minnesota Asian Pacific American Bar Association.   
 
Prior to becoming an attorney, Mr. Tanabe was a professional ice hockey player in the Na-
tional Hockey League from 1999 to 2008. He is currently a committee member for the 
Hobey Baker Award, which recognizes the nation’s best men’s Division 1 college hockey 
player. 

STEFFEN SOWELL  
 
Steffen Sowell is a member of Winstead’s Business Restructuring and Bankruptcy Practice 
Group.  
 
Prior to working at Winstead, Steffen attended the University of Texas School of Law 
where he served as president of the UT local chapter of the Black Law Students Associa-
tion. During that time, Steffen was also a member of the Charles Alan Wright Legal Eagles 
intramural flag football team.  
 
After law school, Steffen obtained a clerkship for the Honorable Bill Parker in the United 
States Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Texas. 
 
To date, Steffen has experience as counsel in a variety of commercial insolvency and re-
structuring matters, including: oil and gas, retail, real estate, and healthcare restructurings. 
Along with his colleagues, Steffen has experience representing secured lenders, debtors, 
lessors, landlords, trade creditors, trustees, creditor committees, and lending institutions. 
 

In his spare time, Steffen enjoys reading, running, and spending time with his friends and family.  
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CLAIRE K. WU  
 
 
Claire K. Wu focuses her practice on bankruptcy, corporate restructurings and related lit-
igation matters. Recognized as a 2020 American Bankruptcy Institute “40 under 40” 
Emerging Leader, Claire represents debtors-in-possession in both corporate and individual 
chapter 11 reorganizations, creditors’ committees, principals and secured and unsecured 
creditors, chapter 7 and 11 trustees, asset purchasers and other parties across a broad 
range of industries. Prior to entering private practice, Claire clerked for the Honorable 
Robert N. Kwan, U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Central District of California, and externed for the 
Honorable Maureen A. Tighe, U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Central District of California and the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the Ninth Circuit.
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